
Celebrating our Staff!! 
In February, we will celebrate those who are retiring as well 
as our teachers of the year! 
 
This newsletter is all about our staff. This year, we have a few retirees…while we 
are sad to see them go, we truly hope they enjoy this time with friends and family.  
The second portion of this newsletter is dedicated to our Teachers of the Year as 
well as Service Providers of the year.  Please take a moment to read about our 
wonderful staff.  
 
Sincerely,  
Melissa Varley 
 

Ken Leach, Brooklake Elementary School   
 
Mr. Kenneth Leach has been a fixture in the Florham Park Community for 55 
years. He has worked in the Florham Park School District for 33 years. He has 
worked for 7 principals, 5 Superintendents, and 5 Buildings and grounds 
supervisors. He volunteered to coach Florham Park Recreation football, girl’s 
softball, and lacrosse. We thank him for his commitment, and will miss him 
dearly! Please join me in wishing Mr. Leach well on his retirement! 
 

 
 
Jane Chonowski, Briarwood Elementary School 
 
Mrs. Jane Chonowski has been an amazing asset to the Florham Park School 
District for over 24 years. Any student who has ever had her will talk about her 



passion for education. She is married to her husband, Sid (for 40 years!) and has 
two daughters and four grandchildren. Once she retires on June 30th, she is 
going to spend more time focusing on her golf game, traveling, spending time 
with her grandchildren, reading, and watching college sports, Go Blue! We will 
miss you, Mrs. Chonowski. Enjoy your retirement! 
 

Governor’s Teacher of the Year 
This year, we had many teachers and service providers nominated by faculty, 
parents, and members of the community. Below are those who received the 
award. 
 

 
 
Romina Viola, Kindergarten Teacher, Briarwood Elementary School      
 
This is Romina's 4th year as a Special Education Teacher in Florham Park. She 
is currently a Kindergarten In Class Support teacher at Briarwood.  She was also 
the Resource Center teacher for three years and a First Grade In Class Support 
teacher. Romina serves as a member of the district's Curriculum Council and 
Leadership Cohort. Prior to joining the Florham Park School District, Romina was 
a was a 3rd grade teacher for 9 years. She received her Bachelor's Degree in 
Family Child Studies and K-5 Elementary Teaching Certification from Montclair 
State University and her Master's Degree in Special Education from New Jersey 
City University. Romina and her husband live in East Hanover with their son and 
daughter. Romina is thankful to work in a district where families, administration, 
and teachers collaborate and work together to provide the best care and 
educational experience for students. Romina's favorite part of each school day is 
time spent interacting with students and seeing them engaged and happy!      
 
 
 
 
 



 
Cheryl Bernstein, Guidance Counselor, Brooklake Elementary School  
 
Mrs. Bernstein has been School Counselor in Florham Park for 20 years and 
have worked with grades K through 5. Prior to that she taught Pre-K, first and 
third grade. Her educational background includes a Bachelors in Early Childhood 
Education, a Masters in Special Education and a Masters in Counseling. Mrs. 
Bernstein was also a stay at home Mom who was involved in the public schools 
and charitable organizations for 11 years. She is married for 32 years, to Ian, and 
has three adult "children", twin daughters, a son, and is a new grandmother!   
  
Cheryl started working in Florham Park when she graduated with her Counseling 
degree. Cheryl has fallen in love with the field, loving the way she gets to interact 
with the students through lessons, group work and individual sessions. She 
describes the staff as friendly, dedicated, creative, intelligent and fun.  And she 
describes the administration as very supportive and caring. She thanks the 
involved families for their work with us in helping their children succeed, and 
describes herself as grateful that Florham Park chose her. 
 
 
 

 
David Kaluzavich, Fourth Grade, Brooklake Elementary School 
 
Mr. Kaluzavich is currently in his 5th year at Brooklake. He is originally from 
Pennsylvania where he taught a variety of different grade levels over the 
years.  His educational background includes a Bachelor’s in Elementary 
Education and a Masters in Special Education. 
 
Dave was surrounded by education growing up as his mother was a teacher and 
his father a principal.  His parents were able to raise 6 children, with his twin and 



him at the end as numbers 5 and 6.  Recently, he and his wife and just welcomed 
their new daughter, Hailey, in early December, 2018!  He describes having one 
child and seeing how much time and energy she requires as making him so 
appreciative of what his parents were able to do for him growing up being the last 
in the line of six kids. 
 
Dave describes himself as fortunate to be able to teach in Florham Park and at 
Brooklake School. He considers it a privilege to work with an amazing 4th grade 
team who are all deserving of this award.  He also thanks his supportive 
principal, Dr. Caponegro, and the other administrators in the school district who 
are always providing him with the tools he needs to grow as a teacher.  He 
thanks the parents in this district who go above and beyond for their children 
each and every day. Dave says, “I truly love what he does for a living.  It is an 
absolute blast to work with eager, energetic students each and every day. I hope 
to be a part of the Florham Park family for years to come.” 
 
 

 
 
Kate Rinaldi, School Psychologist, Ridgedale Middle School  
 
Kate has been a School Psychologist at Ridgedale Middle School for the past 
four years and, this year, have been lucky enough to work with students in all 
three of our schools. Her educational background includes a Bachelor's degree in 
Psychology and Public Policy and a Master's Degree in Educational Psychology.   
 
Kate lives in Morristown with her husband and their six children, three of whom 
they have adopted out of foster care.  Most of her free time is spent with her 
children- shuffling to practices, play dates, and activities.  As a mom of many 
children with different needs, she understand how difficult parenting is in this age 
and feels that her experience has made her better able to relate to parents in an 
open and authentic way. 
 
Kate loves the sense of community in this town and in our schools! She is 
passionate about the success of all students, particularly those with learning, 
emotional, or behavioral challenges. She enjoys interacting and working with 
students, supporting staff members, and partnering with parents to help ensure 
our students excel not just academically but also socially and emotionally. She is 



thankful for the support from the teachers, parents and administrators that have 
continued to help our schools grow and improve.   
 
 

 
 
Lisa DeFonte, Math Teacher, Ridgedale Middle School 
 
Mrs. DeFonte has been a math teacher at Ridgedale Middle School since 1999.  
She describes herself as both honored and truly humbled to have been chosen 
as Teacher of the Year amongst an esteemed group of educators. 

 
Mrs. DeFonte has always enjoyed math. She earned a Bachelor of Arts degree 
from Rutgers University in Mathematics. She was inspired by her math professor, 
Dr. Arthur Apter! After graduating from Rutgers, NCAS, she taught for a year in 
Newark, NJ.  The following year she attended Montclair State College [now 
MSU], earning a scholarship, becoming a graduate assistant, and receiving a 
Master of Science degree in Mathematics/Education.   

  
Her tenured career at Ridgedale Middle School has afforded her many 
opportunities and personal rewards. In 2006 she was presented with the award 
for Excellence in Education. She is a life long learner who continues to broaden 
her knowledge base and learn about new innovations in teaching. She has also 
had the pleasure to serve as a teacher mentor to many who have found much 
success in the field of education.   
 
Mrs. DeFonte describes the joy of teaching as coming from her students. She 
believes that when students see that their teachers care, students perform as we 
believe they are able. She realizes the potential in her pupils and strives to instill 
a desire for mathematics in each of them. She is committed to helping her 
students enhance their learning skills to become more critical thinkers and 
become more cognizant of mathematics as a life-time skill that is both practical 
and relevant as it relates to their daily lives. She considers the greatest reward of 
being a teacher is seeing her students evolve into fine young individuals who 
have gone on to successful careers. She hopes to continue to educate, inspire, 
and have a positive impact so her students realize that nothing is too hard and 
that everything is within their reach. 
 


